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Dmitry Dubrovsky 
Adjunct Assistant Professor 
Associate Research Scholar 

Harriman Institute, 
Columbia University 

 
Education:  

 

2007  Doctor of Philosophy 

 History, Museum of Anthropology and Ethnography, Russian Academy of 

Science 

1999  Master of Arts 

 Department of Ethnology, European University in St. Petersburg 

1996 Bachelor of Arts 

 Department of History, St. Petersburg State University 

 

Employment: 

Since Oct 2015 Associate Research Scholar, Adjunct Associate Professor, Harriman 

Institute, Columbia University, NY. 

Jan 2015 –  

Jul 2015            Reagan- Fascell Fellow, National Endowment for Democracy 

2012 –  

2016  Director, NGO “Right to Know” 

2007 –  

Feb 2015 Director, Human Rights Program, Smolny Institute of Liberal Arts and 

Science, St.   Petersburg State University, St. Petersburg, Russia  

2002–  

March 2015      Senior Research Fellow, Russian Museum of Ethnography   

 

Language Skills: (1 – Excellent; 5 – Basic) 

Language Reading Speaking Writing 

Russian Native Native Native 

English 2 2 2 
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German 4 4 4 

 

Membership in Professional Organizations:  

Association of Study of Nationalities  

Association of Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies 

Central Eurasian Studies Society  

Russian Association of Human Rights Study and Research 

 

 

Key Qualifications:  

 

Ø Human rights, history of the civil rights movement in Russia 

Ø Problem of ethnic and religious discrimination, hate crime and hate speech, minority 

studies, human rights issues 

Ø History and human rights, collective memory and human rights  

Ø Anthropology and archaeology of nomadic cultures in Central Asia and Siberia 

 

Teaching and Training Experience: 

 

2004 Lecturer, Head of Human Rights Program, Smolny Institute of Liberal Arts and 

Science, St. Petersburg State University (in cooperation with Gagarin Trust, USA) 

Courses: ‘Introduction to Human Rights,’ ‘Multi-Culturalism, Globalization, and 

Human Rights,’ ‘History, Memory, and Human Rights,’ ‘Free Speech’, ‘Human Rights 

and Political Theory’, ‘Present-Day Issues of Human Rights in Russia,’ ‘History of the 

Human Rights Movement in Russia’ 

2016   Lecturer, Harriman Institute, Columbia University. Course “Human Rights and Civil 

Society in Soviet and Post-Soviet Russia” 

2014  Lecturer, Bard College, New York, NY, USA. Course: ‘Democracy and Human Rights 

in Present-Day Russia’ 

2012  Lecturer, International Human Rights Exchange, Witwatersrand University, South 

Africa. Course: ‘Freedom of Speech’. 



_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  3 

2004 Lecturer, Soros Summer School on Ethnic and Religious Tolerance, Dushanbe, 

Tajikistan 

1999  Lecturer, St. Petersburg Center “Strategy.” Course: ‘Introduction to Human Rights’ for 

regional ombudsman offices 

 

 

Curriculum Development 

 

2011  ‘How is it Possible to Promote Tolerance in Russian Society?’ Distance Learning 

Course for Russian CSOs; created human rights program as a minor in the 

system of liberal education; participated in the development of an MA program; 

created student internships in human rights organizations 

1999-2005 European University at St. Petersburg, Department of Ethnology, Ethnic 

Studies Program; Project Director and Trainer, special education programs for 

state officials and law-enforcement officers  

2002-2003 Key Expert, ‘Improving Interethnic Relations, Promoting Tolerance, and 

Preventing Extremism’ (project funded by European Union), Moscow, Russia; 

participated in development of special educational component for state officials 

and militia officers to improve levels of tolerance; participated in development 

of distance learning course titled ‘Human Rights in Russia.’  

2001-2005 Project Director and Trainer, federal program titled ‘Formation of Tolerant 

Consciousness and Prevention of Extremism in Russian Society’; helped train 

state employees and law-enforcement officers in cooperation with Open Society 

Foundations and the Ford Foundation; provided methodological support for 

actions and campaigns aimed at the popularization of tolerant behaviour in mass 

media 

 

Project Supervision:  

 

2015  Academic Director, “Right to Be”, project dealing with homophobia in Russian 

academia (with support of the Open Society Foundation) 
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2015  Academic Director, project on Russian experts’ community and human rights 

violations in anti-extremism cases (Center of Independent Social Research, with 

the support of the MacArthur Foundation)  

2012-2013 Academic Director, ‘Access to Information in the North-West Regions of 

Russia’ project 

2010-2011  Academic Director, ‘Strengthening Cooperation Between Regional Authorities 

and Civil Society Organizations in North-West Russia: Analysis and 

Assessment’ project (in cooperation with the Danish Institute of Human Rights) 

2002-2008 Leading Research Fellow, Head of Department of Contemporary Ethnography 

and Interethnic Relations, Russian Museum of Ethnography 

2005-2008 Program Officer, Jewish Community Development Fund, American Jewish 

World Service, Moscow, Russia 

2005-2007 INTAS supported project ‘Tolerance and Intolerance in the Post-Soviet 

Press: Applying New Methods of Measurement and Evaluation,’ Senior       

Research Fellow 

2000-2004 Academic Director, ‘Hate Speech on the Russian Internet’; Russian Federation 

State Supported Federal program on ‘Preventing Extremism and Promoting 

Tolerance in Russian Society” 

2000-2005 Director, Ethnic Studies Program, European University at St. Petersburg, Russia  

2003  Project Director, ‘Beyond the Boundaries of Tolerance: Ethnic Problems in 

Higher Education,’ Institute of Interdisciplinary Research in the Humanities and 

Social Sciences, Moscow, Russia 

 

Honors and Awards:  

 

2015 Institute of International Education, Scholars Rescue Fund, IIE-SRF Fellow, 

Columbia University 

2015  Reagan-Fascell Democracy Fellow, National Endowment for Democracy, 

Washington DC, USA (January-July 2015) 

2011  Kone Fellow, Helsinki Collegium of Advanced Studies, Helsinki, Finland 
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2007-2008 Galina Starovoitova Fellow in Human Rights and Democratization, Woodrow 

Wilson Center for International Scholars, Kennan Institute of Advanced 

Russian Studies, Washington DC, USA 

2004-2014 Grant recipient to establish a Human Rights education program at Smolny 

Institute of Liberal Arts and Science, Gagarin Trust 

2000-2005 Grant recipient to promote tolerance among Russian militia officers, Open 

Society Foundations 

2000-2004 Secured state federal contract for research on hate speech on the Russian 

internet, Ministry of Education  

1996-1999 Grant recipient to study ethnology at the European University at St. Petersburg, 

Macarthur Foundation  

1999 Grant recipient for conference on ‘Minorities in St. Petersburg: In Search of 

Social Stability,’ Open Society Foundations 

1994 Recipient of award as one of 100 best students in the humanities and social 

sciences in Russia, Open Society Foundations  

 

Other Administrative Responsibilities:  

 

2004–  

Present        Certified Court Expert, Socio-cultural audit of hate speech and hate crime  

2010  Jury Member, Side-by-Side LGBT Festival, St. Petersburg, Russia 

2004-2007 Representative, Jewish Community Development Fund, Jewish American 

World Service  

2003-2006 Monitor, ‘For Civil Society’ Fund  

2000  Jury Member, Galina Starovoitova Essay Competition in St. Petersburg  

2000-2006 Local Coordinator (Russia), US-Russia Exchange Program ‘Climate of Trust’ 

(See http://www.climateoftrust.org/) 

 

 Publications on Human Rights: 

2017 Lauri Malksoo. Russian Approaches to International Law. Oxford University Press, 
Oxford. 2015 (Review) // Laboratorium, April 2017 (Forthcoming)  
2017 Post-Soviet Academia: Escape from the Freedom? Academic rights and freedoms in post-
Soviet Russia // Free to think, free to research: challenges to academic freedom in the context of 
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contemporary global politics, Inter-disciplinary Political Studies, Volume 3 Issue 1 (2017) 
(Forthcoming)  

2017  Moscow 1980 and Sochi 2014 – Dissent and Repression // Morality of Global Sport: 

from Peace to Human Rights. Pennsylvania University Press, 2017 (Forthcoming)  

2016 Expert Conclusions on Verbal Extremism: a Dispute over Methods // Baltic Worlds 
BW 3:2016, pp 10-19. 
 

2015 Undesirables Organization and Foreign Agent Law // IWM post, # 116, Fall-Winter 

2015, 21-22. 

2015    Undesirables // For Free Russia http://www.4freerussia.org/undesirables/        

2014 Texts of the special pragmatics (trolling and parody) as research issue // 

Neprikosnovenny Zapas, # 96 (4/2104). (Rus) 

[http://magazines.russ.ru/nz/2014/96/12d.html ] 

2014 Open Government? Right to Access to Information in North-West Russia   

 (A. Starodubtsev). St. Petersburg, Russia “Evropeiskii Dom”. (Rus) 

2014 Hate Crime to LGBT – Theory and Current Situation (M. Kozlovskaya) 

St. Petersburg, Russia. 2013. (Rus) 

2014 Rhetoric of Human Rights in Russian Foreign Policy // Human Rights: Experience of  

the EU and Russia. October 28-29th, 2013. St. Petersburg, Russia. (Rus) 

2014 Human Rights // Russia 2014, Short-term Prognosis. Ed Karmo Tu ̈u ̈r, Viacheslav  

Morozov, University of Tartu, Russia. pp. 70-74. 

2013 “Racism in Russian Academia: Perspective of Research and Human Rights Advocacy”  

// ‘Racism: How We Can See It.’ Moscow, Russia. (Rus) 

2013  “Russia’s Skinheads: Exploring and Rethinking Subcultural Lives.” Hilary Pilkington, 

Elena Omel’chenko, and Al’bina Garifzianova. London: Routledge, 2010 // 

Laboratorium, # 3 (2013), pp.138-141. 

2013 “Religious Studies, Expertise and Protection of Religious Minorities: Soviet Legacy and  

Current Practices” // ‘Freedom of Faith and Religious Life in the Russian Federation. 

20 years 1991-2011.’ Russian Christian Institute of Humanities, 2013. (Rus) 

2013 “Human Rights Education in Russian Universities: Issues and Decisions” (with A.  

Starodubtsev) // Human Rights and Challenges XXI Century. Moscow, Russia 

Rospen. (Rus) 

2012 “Minorities in the Russian Constitution:  Principles of Minority Rights Protection” //  
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Minority Rights Protection in the Federal System. Constitutional Roundtable 25-26 

March, 2012. Kathmandu, Nepal. pp. 45-50. 

2012 “Protecting the Right to Protest: St. Petersburg 2010-2012” (with contribution of 

lawyers from ‘Memorial’). St. Petersburg. 

[ http://adcmemorial.org/wp-content/uploads/dubrwww.pdf ] 

2011 “Create the  Bridge: Dialogue Between Civil Society and the State.” St. Petersburg, 

Russia, Evropeiskii Dom. (with A. Tarasenko, A. Starodubtsev). (Rus)  

2011 “(Un) thinkable: Human Rights and Terrorism in Cinema” // e-journal Seans, 2011. 

(Rus) 

2009 “Human Rights Education in Russian Universities” // Human Rights Education in the 

Russian Federation: Periodical Review. (Rus) 

2008 “Measuring Intolerance: Hate Speech as a Research Problem and Human Rights Issue” 

// Mass-Media and Inter-Ethnic Relations Conference. October 30-31, 2007. St. 

Petersburg, Russia. pp. 63-84. (Rus) 

2007 Index of Mass-Media (In)Tolerance (with E. Ponarin, A. Tolkacheva, R. Akifieva) // 

Hate Speech Against Society. Moscow, Russia. (Rus) 

2007 “Sport and Politics: Football as National Idea in Contemporary Russia // 

Contemporary Interpretation of Russian Nationalism. Ed. M. Laruelle. (Soviet and 

Post-Soviet Politics and Society). Stuttgart, Ibidem Verlag. pp. 189-217. (Rus) 

2006 What the Sciences Mean by ... // Russian Nationalism – Ideology and Feelings. 

Moscow. (Rus) 

2004  “Social Advertising Companies against Xenophobia, Extremism and Anti-Semitism”// 

OSCE meeting on the relationship between racist, xenophobic, and anti-Semitic 

propaganda on the Internet and hate crimes. Paris, France, June 16-17, 2004. (with A. 

Verkhovski and others). 

2003 Hate speech in Russian Internet (with F. Torchinskij, O.Kolzova,  L.Shpakovskaya, 

O.Karpenko). St Petersburg, Russia. EUSP, 2003. (Rus) 

2003 Ethnic Minorities in Russian Internet // Ethnographic readings II. St. Petersburg, 

Russian Museum of Ethnography. (Rus)  

2002   Project “Filter of the hate” in Russian Internet // Communication: theory and practice     

in different social contexts. Conference proceedings. Pyatigorsk, PGLU, 2002. Ch.1, 

p.158. (Rus) 
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2001 “Nationalistic Discourse among Different Groups of Russian State Officers: The 

Image of ‘Itself’ and ‘Other’ ” // Conference on Nationality and Citizenship in Post-

Communist Europe, Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris, 9-10 July, 2001. 

2001 “Internet as an Area of Propaganda and Contra-Propaganda // Internet and 

Contemporary Society Conference. St Petersburg, Russia. November 20-23, 2001. St 

Petersburg, 2001. p. 188 (Rus) 

2001 ‘Ethnic Tolerance Training Program’ among State Officers at the European University 

at St. Petersburg // “Religion, Society and Education in Post – Totalitarian Societies 

of Central and South-Eastern Europe,” October 26-28, 2000. Chisinau, ARC 

Publishing House, pp. 207-218. 

2001 Religious Minority and North Caucasus: Socio-cultural Aspects of Migration // 

Migration in NIS and Baltic Sea Countries: Through Differences Towards Common 

Information Space. St. Petersburg, 8th Sept. (A.A. Panchenko, S.A. Shtyrkov) 

2000 ‘Ethnic Tolerance Training Program’ for the Academy of Interior Affairs //  

Identitätsbildung gegen wen? Selbstbilder und Fremdbilder in Deutschland und 

Rußland. Tagung des  Deutsch-Russischen Austausch e.V., der Heinrich-Böll Stiftung 

e.V. und der Evangelischen Akademie zu Berlin. Berlin, Schwanenwerder, 3-5 

November. (Ger) 

1999 ‘Minorities in St. Petersburg’ educational Program for State Officers. // ‘Ethnic  

and National Minorities in Central and Eastern Europe.’ Krakow, Poland, 11-16 May. 

 

Selected Publications on Cultural Anthropology: 

 

2007 «Vertikal'noe» i «gorizontal'noe» dvizhenie v ritualah tjurkojazychnyh kochevnikov  

Central'noj Azii // Religiovedenie, vyp.  2. 

2006 Mirovye religii i tradicionnoe mirovozzrenie tjurkojazychnyh narodov Central'noj Azii 

// Vestnik SPbGU, ser. 6. vyp.4, S. 169 – 176. 

2005 Ideja rjadnosti v kul'ture kochevnikov Central'noj Azii. // Drevnie kochevniki Centra  

Azii. Ulan-Udje, BNC SO RAN, S. 91-101. 

2002 Zhertvennyj kon' v pogrebal'nom obrjade kochevnikov ulusa Dzhuchi //  

Tjurkologicheskij sbornik 2001 (2002). M,  Vostochnaja literatura, S. 198-211.  

2002 Semantika polukruga v obrjadnosti kochevnikov Central'noj Azii i Sibiri //  
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Antropologija, fol'kloristika, lingvistika. SPb, EUSPb, Vyp. 2. S. 23-42.  

2002 Cuci Ulusu'nun Cenaze Törenlerinde At Kurban Edilmesi // Turkler. 3. Iiksag.  

Istanbul, S. 80-87 (in Turkish). 

2001 Prostranstvenno-semioticheskij aspekt v pogrebal'nom obrjade (na primere  

pogrebal'nogo obrjada kazahov konca XIX – nachala XX veka) // Antropologija, 

fol'kloristika, lingvistika. Vyp. 1. SPb, Izd-vo Evropejskogo Universiteta v SPb, S. 4 -

13.  

2000 Zhertvennyj kon' i koncept puti v pogrebal'nom obrjade kochevnikov Central'noj Azii  

// Svjatiliwa: arheologija rituala i voprosy semantiki. Materialy tematicheskoj nauchnoj 

konferencii. SPb, SPbGU, S. 187-190 (v soavt. s A.G. Jurchenko).  

1997 Kotel v obrjadovom cikle kochevnicheskih plemen: (ot jepohi bronzy do  

jetnograficheskoj sovremennosti) // Lavrovskie (Sredneaziatsko-Kavkazskie) chtenija, 

1994–1995 gg., Krat. soderzh. dokl. SPb, S. 36–38. 

1997 Arheologicheskie kul'tury i kul'turnye tradicii (Sajano-Altaj v ranneskifskuju jepohu) //  

Kul'tura narodov Sibiri. Materialy Tret'ih Sibirskih chtenij. SPb, S. 27–33. 

 

Selected Publications and Interviews on Human Rights: 

2016    “Hate speech as knife in the back” // Lenizdat.RU ,       

https://lenizdat.ru/articles/1137935/  

2015   ‘Human Rights are in Trouble in Russia’ // Moloko Daily,  

 [http://molokodaily.ru/dubrovsky/] 

2015 ‘UN Concerned about Non-Slav Persons in Russia’ // Al-Jazeera, April 2, 2015.  

[http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/04/russia-human-rights-

150402173821888.html] 

2013 ‘Science in Servitude’ {summary of the presentation on Academic Rights and 

Freedoms} // Vedomosti # 3370, June 21, 2013.  

[http://www.vedomosti.ru/opinion/articles/2013/06/21/podnevolnaya_nauka] 

2010 ‘Keine der beiden Seiten kann gewinne‘ // Tageszeitung, March 31, 2010.   

[http://www.taz.de/1/archiv/digitaz/artikel/?ressort=sw&dig=2010%2F03%2F31

%2Fa0074&cHash=9ae1c78db6] 

2009 “Russian Professors Chafe at Scholarly Screening” // New York Times, October 28, 

2009.  
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[http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/28/world/europe/28petersburg.html?_r=2&ref

=world] 

2009 ‘Whether in Russia will jailed for rehabilitation of Nazism?’  // Radio Liberty, April 24, 2009. 

http://www.svobodanews.ru/content/transcript/1615649.html  

2006 ‘On Anti-Semitism and Xenophobia in St. Petersburg’ // Jewish St. Petersburg, 

December 25, 2006. 

[http://www.jewishpetersburg.ru/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=225] 

2006 ‘Playing a Dangerous Game,’ // The Economist, May 11, 2006.   

http://www.economist.com/node/6916041  

 

Selected Presentations:  

2016 ‘Olympic Games and Olympic Shames – Moscow 1980 and Sochi 2014 in the Mirror of 

the Human Rights Movement’ // Harriman Institute, Columbia University, April 26th, 

2016. 

2015  “Old Wine in a New Bottle? Human Rights Discourse in Contemporary Russian Politics: 

Between Soviet Whataboutism and Civilizational Exceptionalism” // November 12, 

2015, Harriman Institute, Columbia University. 

2015 ‘Hate Speech and Hate Crime Legislation in Russia: Lessons from Europe,’ // National 

Endowment for Democracy, April 21, 2015. 

[http://www.ned.org/events/hate-crime-and-hate-speech-legislation-in-russia-

lessons-from-europe] 

2014 ‘Hate Speech and LGBT’ // ‘Side by Side’ movie festival, February 15, 2014. St. 

Petersburg. (public lecture) 

[https://vk.com/doc22893585_276760996?hash=8867ea7a2a0875c1ec&dl=759768a

3d88118647e]  

2013 ‘Academic Rights and Freedoms in Russia and in the World: Research Perspective’ // 

High School of Economics, May 31, 2013. 

[http://www.hse.ru/data/2013/06/11/1283575392/Academic%20Rights%20and%2

0Freedoms.pdf] 

2013  “Human Rights and Olympic Games: Crossing Out an Extra One” // Political          g      

Games: The Olympic Agenda” International Conference, Presidential Russian 

Academy of National Economy and State  Service. March 22nd, 2013. St. Petersburg 
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2012 Art, Protest and Clash of Rights in Russia (Public lecture) // Princess Dashkova Russian Center, 

The University of Edinborgh, November 8th.  

 

2012    ‘Universalism of Human Rights and Particularism in Human Rights Courses in Russian  

Universities’ // ‘Contesting Human Rights: The Politics of Eastern European Space’, 

Aleksanteri Institute, University of Helsinki, Finland. November 30, 2012. 

[http://www.helsinki.fi/aleksanteri/ceres/workshop_Contesting_Human_Rights.ht

ml] 

2012    ‘Non-violent Resistance and civil protest in Russia in 2000th //’Revolution and 

Protests Movement: History and Modernity’ Conference. St. Petersburg, St. 

Petersburg University, May 15th, 2012. 

2011 ‘Security, Terrorism, Human Rights – Elusive Matters’ // Poryadok Slov, April 15,  

St. Petersburg, Russia (public lecture). 

2011 ‘Non-Violent Resistance: History and Current Perspectives’ // Poryadok Slov. 

February 23, 2011. (public lecture) 

2011 ‘Football Funs – Political Mobilization of Radical Movements’ // ‘Political 

Subjectivization’ Conference, November 21, 2011. European University at St. 

Petersburg, Russia. [https://www.lektorium.tv/speaker/2968] 

2010 ‘History and Society in Russia’ // Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, May 

12, 2010. [http://www.carnegieendowment.org/events/?fa=eventDetail&id=2929]  

2009 ‘Human Rights NGOs and the War of Memories’ // Bard College of New York, 

Russian and Eurasian Studies Workshop, February 9, 2009. 

2007 ‘The Crisis of Ideology of Human Rights: Criminal Cases against Andrei Piontkovsky,  

Yuri Samodurov, and Stanislav Dmitrievsky’ (Sakharov Seminar on Human Rights) // 

Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies, Harvard University. December 3, 2007. 

http://thyme.hmdc.harvard.edu/davis/index.php?y=2007&m=12&v=m  

 

 

 

Expertise and Human Rights Advocacy: 
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2016   Defense Expertise on case of Petr Pavlensky (performance “Freedom”, St. 

Petersburg). 

2015   Defense Expertise of the case Daria Poludova (accusation in the separatism)  

2013 ‘Expertise on ADC Memorial Anti-Defamation Center Memorial’// ADC Memorial. 

{Case on ‘Foreign agent’ Law, upon the request of ADC Memorial} 

[ http://adcmemorial.org/wp-content/uploads/zaklyuchenie-pravki-

Olga_D.D..docx] 

2012    ‘Defense Expertise on case of Daniil Konstantinov’ // Ilia Konstantinov live-journal 

blog. 

[http://ivkonstant.livejournal.com/83683.html] 

2012 ‘Dmitry Dubrovsky’s expertise was added to the case on National-Bolsheviks’ // 

Union of prisoners. {Expertise on National-Bolsheviks Party, upon the request of 

Defense Attorney} 

[http://zeki.su/novosti/2012/10/09231909.html]  

2012 ‘LGBT as a vulnerable group’ // Expertise on the case of the hate motivated attack 

to LGBT meeting [http://openinform.ru/fs/j_photos/openinform_391.pdf] 

2011 ‘Speech of public defense attorney in the trial on art-group Voina’ // ‘Free Voina’. 

[http://free-voina.org/post/3215541201] 

2010   ‘Now is on screen’ by E. Kostyleva // Vedomosti, March 5, 2010 {Defense expertise 

on Russia’s ‘88 Bardin’ movie}. 

[http://friday.vedomosti.ru/article.shtml?2010/03/05/15577] 

2009    City program promoting tolerance and preventing extremism in St.              

Petersburg // ‘St. Petersburg is united people’ {co-author of the program} 

[http://spbtolerance.ru/] 

2009 ‘Expert: Andrushenko’s texts are ‘close to the fault’, but did not claim to the 

extremism activity’ // Leninzdat.ru, February 28, 2009. {Defense expertise to the 

case on journalist Nikolay Andrushenko}. 

[https://lenizdat.ru/articles/1083334/] 

2008    ‘Official prejudice’ by B. Vishnevsky // Novaya Gazeta v St. Petersburge, August 18. 

2008.{Defense expertise on Novaya Gazeta v Sankt-Peterburge}. 

[http://www.novayagazeta.ru/data/2008/60/09.html] 
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